Aide Memoire

· We seek support for our candidate, Dr. Sania Nishtar for Director General of WHO. 

· You will be pleased to learn that our candidate, Dr. Nishtar has been officially nominated as one of the three nominees for the position, after being successfully elected by the WHO Executive Board on January 25, 2017.

· Pakistan has adopted a merit based approach to its candidature. Dr. Sania Nishtar’s candidature is unique and highly relevant for WHO for the following reasons: 

· Her experience is wide-ranging. She has a combination of experience in the public sector (as federal minister) and at the same time has strong civil society credentials. She is both experienced in the multilateral system as well as has experience building institutions from scratch. She is a Royal College of Physicians qualified physician, a researcher with a Ph.D, and a widely published author and thought leader in global health. She is deeply familiar with both policy and practice as well as management and governance. This combination of experience is unprecedented.  

· Dr Nishtar has exhibited many professional attributes in the past which are uniquely suited to leading WHO in the present times. Dr. Nishtar has a proven track record of leadership to bring change and deliver results. She has set new standards in transparency and accountability as cabinet minister. Her accountability credentials were recognized globally when she was asked to serve as the founding chair of the Independent Accountability Panel of the UN for Women and Children’s health. She has authored and successfully implemented seminal reform plans. As someone who has built and scaled up institutions in resource constrained environments, achieving value for money is her second nature. As a strong and progressive woman leader from the south, known for her iconic role in integrity promotion globally, her credentials are uniquely suited to lead WHO at this critical juncture. 

· She has both deep technical experience (as is evident from her resume) as well as can play political roles astutely. She can lead on hard issues in ways that are constructive and sustainable. Two of her areas of technical expertise, non-communicable disease and health systems are highly relevant to the new agendas in the Sustainable Development Goals. As recipient of the Global Innovation award, she is well known for her ability to lead innovative transformations. 

· She has worked with and led people from every region of the world from diverse backgrounds and perspectives, and astutely convenes widely diverse constituencies, building bridges across different cultural, social, economic and political perspectives. She has been blessed with the knowledge of micro—understanding people’s needs—to influence the macro in terms of policy reform and institutional change. She has the confidence of both developed and developing countries.

· She has direct experience with developing country health systems where the largest percentage of population lives. She is a strong woman leader from the south with a proven pro-poor record. As such her background is highly relevant to the mission of WHO.

· Geographic considerations favor Pakistan’s candidature as there has never been a WHO DG from the Eastern Mediterranean region. According to the new rules of election, regions which have ever had a DG would be given preference. EMRO region is one of them. 

· She is the only woman in the shortlist. at a time when UN leadership is dominated by men, her election would be critical for gender equality in leadership positons. 

· I am pleased to share with you that Dr. Nishtar’s performance was widely appreciated both during the WHO Candidates’ Forum, which was held in Geneva at the WHO headquarter on November 1-2, last year as well as the Executive Board meeting in January this year. 

· Dr Nishtar has a longstanding commitment to the health of those in the developing countries. I can assure you that as somebody from the developing world, she will keep the interests of the health of people very close to her heart. She is, of course available to answer any questions that you may have in relation to her Vision for WHO 

· Her Vision can be downloaded here:  http://www.sanianishtar.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Manifesto-Final.pdf 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Introductory Brochures in six languages can be downloaded here  http://www.sanianishtar.info/manifesto/ 

· We look forward to your support in the final election in May 
